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PASTORAL

REFLECTI ONSe.
AFaith For the Long F

frherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of withesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before
u s-:Hebrews 12:1

In this past week, Facebook social media was loaded with Back To School photos of smiling
children of all ages on their first day of school for a new academic year. Wearing new clothes
and shoes, carrying new backpacks on their backs, each student and parent, as well as school
teachers and staff, also carried new hopes in their hearts of good things to come. But then
comes also, the days, and months to follow. How is that joy and excitement maintained for the
long haul of a school calendar year?

Here is a little back to school humor to demonstrate:

Teacher: Daniel , | 6ve had to send you to the principald
you have to say for yourself?

Dani el : |l 6m gl ad ités Friday.

Johnny: Teacher, would you punish me for somet hi

Teacher: Of course not!
Johnny: Good, becauseldi dnét do my homewor k!

Caution! Challenges ahead! In the months to come, for students, teachers and faculty, there
will definitely be hills and valleys to navigate in the year of growth and learning. Beyond the
hope-filled newness of that first day together, they will definitely need to be equipped for the
long haul with the tools of hope, perseverance and strong sense of community.

So, too, is how it is for all of us, in the journey of daily life. Are we, also, equipped for the
long haul?

In Hebrews chapter 12, we hear words of inspiration and encouragement that help to equip us
in faith and hope for the long haul. This is a book in the Bible that has been written to a
discouraged community of people who are having second thoughts as to whether their
particular Christian belief system is wroth all of the inconvenience, discomfort and
persecution they are getting from those who practice the more established religious traditions
and follow human-created rules and regulations. Spreading love, forgiveness and grace is a
journey with hills and valleys to navigate.

One of the major claims to fame in Hebrews is the opening verse of chapter 11 which reads:
ANow faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
confidence in the unseen or things that are hope
The scripture in Hebrews goes on to list those who have gone before us and accomplished
many things by faith.

As we begin another learning year of Sunday School and Christian Ed at Bethlehem, we too,
are equipped for the fAiLong Haul 0. I n this, we wi
Sunday on September 8"ar ound the t heme olasell GHebkbws h2:1God! o



We rejoice in our faith in a God who created all things from a formless void and knows what
to do with any situation that seems hard to overcome. God has made us all overcomers in the
Savior Jesus, whose death and resurrection from cross to Easter has claimed victory for our
journey ahead. Thanks be to God for the faith and the victory we can rejoice in together as
we AGO With God!o in |ifebs journey to come.

Rejoicing with You Always, Pastor Jean, BLC

09-21-2012

BACK TO SCHOOL FOR PROPHETS
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Thanks to Elaine Greene (GrandMag) 04-23-1998

TOPAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL WE LEARNED
ABOUT "GLADLY", THE CROSS-EYED BEAR
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mn- ) Give instruction to the wise, and they will become
wiser still; teach the righteous and they will gain in learning.i Proverbs 9:9

This month millions of children, youth and adults are back in the classroom for another
year of education. AtK-12 school s, trade academies, <coO
training their brains for higher thinking, deepening their knowledge and learning new
skills.
These students are not merely drawing on their God-given intelligence and potential,
theydre actually developing them. What gr
What about the rest of us, we who have ended our formal education? The sad truth
I s that many of wus stop actively | earning
amazing brains and bodies God has given us have virtually unlimited capacity for
learning, growing and developing.
No, we all candét be a Stephen Hawking, M ¢
always sharpen our brainpower, express ourselves in the arts and develop our motor
skills. In the process, we enrich and expand our lives, and that can lead to greater
fulfillment, confidence and opportunity to grow into the fullness that God designs for us.
Here are some ideas:
Read. Whet her it 6s bdone-gsrsaii,lpaeteysliteratwéd av history,
reading not only teaches us things, but it also exercises our brainpower. Start with a
commitment to read a book (or two) a month.
Take a class. Many community centers, churches, libraries and senior citizen
centers offer enrichment classes on a variety of topics. Learn photography, or
conversational Spanish, or quilting. Go deeper: Your local community college may let
you fAdaudito a class for an affordabl e fee
Listen or watch. Delve into subjects that interest you by listening to podcasts or
watching YouTube videos. Some colleges offer entire lecture series free via podcast or
video.
Attend a lecture. Authors, poets, politicians, scientists and entertainers often give
public talks at colleges, town halls and other venues.
Write a poem. Or paint a picture, or take a photograph, or pick up a musical
instrument. The arts provide a wonderful outlet for our creative selves.

eap

As we watch our children, youth and adult
commitment to developing the intelligence, skills and abilities that God has given us.
|l tds good stewardship of our | ives.,

--Rob Blezard-Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert Blezard.Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Syrmé#isaas content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.orgHe blogs atvww.thestewardshipguy.com
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Church
Council
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The monthly Church Council meeting was held on Thursday, August 8, 2019. The following is a
summary of the meeting:
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Attending: Dave Zelle, Jodi Mongan, Lynde Lundquist, Craig Wiese, Kyle Pingrey, Vicky
Brodale, Pastor Jean Morse and Jonah Kistenmacher

Dave Zelle opened the meeting with a devotion

Jonah was welcomed to his first "official" council meeting

Treasurer's report was reviewed and approved. At the end of July, receipts exceeded
expenses by approximately $6,000. There will be a $9,000 insurance bill due in August. The
line items were reviewed noting that some items were at or above yearly budget numbers.
Secretary's report was approved with one small change.

Pastor and Jonah presented their respective reports.

Old Business:

(0]

(0]

Reviewed VBS: 30-40 students per day. Excellent program content. Lakeside
counselors presented material to the K-6th graders.. Many, many people of Bethlehem
assisted during the day and provided laodging for counselors at night. Large "thank-
you" to Karen Ferris and her committee for all of their work.

Confirmation camp: Students had an excellent experience at camp both in terms of
activities and in growing their faith.

Pastor Jean and Jonah both split their time between VBS and confirmation camp.
Reviewed the outdoor service of July 14th. 40 people attended. Theme was "Care of
Creation" Very appropriate message and planted two trees.

Church Council appointed Jane Johnston and Amanda Schwanz as co-chairs of the
Stewardship Committee.

Reviewed the "Meet and Greet" for Jonah and Allison. Went very well and Jonah
expressed his appreciation.

Craig reported on his work on a security analysis of the church and plans to have a
program on September 21st on safety in public places (including churches). The
program will be from 10 til noon with lunch to follow. More specifics to come.

A new burial pall has been ordered.

7 New Business:

(0]

Discussed Rally Sunday on September 8th. Jonah is working with Christian Ed and
Evangelism.

Church Council approved a request by the Cherokee Community School to use the
church's parking lot as a drop-off and pick-up location for the middle school students in
case the new parking lot at the school is not completed by the start of school. The
church's insurance company was contacted. Their recommendation was to have proof
of insurance from the school and for the church to be named as an additional insured
under the school's policy. In addition, the church will ask the school to have "crossing
guards" for the students.

T Committee Report action items:

0

Council approved the recommendation by the Evangelism Committee to have a meal as
an outreach activity in later September for the needy people of the area near church.
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o Council approved the recommendation from Property to approve the bid from Mongan
Painting (with a maximum of $9,000) for painting the ends of the beams.

o Council approved the recommendation from Property to purchase and install the
necessary electronic equipment to insure there is wifi in the youth room and to fix and/or
replace the two wireless mics that Pastor and Jonah use during services.

T Reviewed the upcoming communion schedule.
T Next meeting is Thursday, September 12, 2019
1 Closed with prayer.
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Youth and Family News

Happy September!

Fall sure did show up quickly.Bef or e we know it, weodll have col or
autumn weather, and our favorite pumpkin spice or cinnamon flavored treat to enjoy. We know that

this is an exciting season with school getting started, activities ramping back up, and a new beginning
starting in many ways. There are a lot of things beginning at the church as well, and we are so

excited about everything coming up this fall, as well as everything that is already going on.

In August we had a wonderful youth fundraiser from picking and selling sweet corn at the church. We
were able to raise $500 and sell every dozen we bagged. Thanks again to all youth and parents who
helped, all who bought corn and donated money, and to Doug and Bobbi Rasmus for donating the
sweet corn for the youth. See pictures at the bottom of the festivities!

We also held a backpack blessing in worship on Sunday, August 25 for all students, teachers, and
staff who are starting schoo. We continue to pray for Godoés bl ess
teaching, and service that happens in the schools throughout the year.

All things Christian Education are kicking off here in September, and we hope that you share in the
hope and encouragement we feel about what God is doing in the church, in its people, and
specifically in and through the youth at Bethlehem. Sunday School and Shine are both starting in the
next few weeks, and here are some dates and times to note about the start for both of those:

1 Sunday School kicks off with Rally Sunday on Sunday, September 8. Registration and
games/activities will begin at 8:45 am, followed by worship at 9:30. We invite you all to stay
after worship for coffee hour, which will roll into a hot dog/hamburger grill out meal for lunch.
Come join us for worship, fun, and good food!

1 Sunday School classes will begin for Pre-K through High School the next Sunday, September
15, at 8:45 am.

1 Shine will kick off on Wednesday, September 18 at 5:30 pm. Shine is our Wednesday night
programming for Kindergarten through 6" grades that includes a meal, worship, Bible lessons,
reflection, crafts, games, and more. Every Wednesday we meet at 5:30 and start with the
meal, and end at 7:00.



High School and Middle School youth group activities will get started in September as well. The high
school LYO meets every Wednesday night at 7:00 starting September 18, and announcements will
come about other specific events as they get closer.

As these programs are starting off this fall, | would invite you to keep in prayer these ministries, all
youth, teachers, leaders, and any other volunteers who dedicate time and energy. We appreciate all
who help in any way, we6 rloaking forward to growing together in all of these opportunities, and we
thank God for all of the ways our church is blessed.

In Christ,

Jonah Kistenmacher

Sweet Corn youth fundraiser event.



BLESSING OF BACKPACKS



